18]  Jerry  dysorthographia

As Jerry’s personal history contained a number of references to visualisation, and visualisation sometimes occurs in conjunction with the presence of synaesthesia, he was asked how he experiences certain words.  Jerry explained that he associates the names of the days of the week with positions on a timeline.  He ‘sees’ a day as a mark on a straight line, with the position denoting the day in question.  He also experiences months of the year as marks on a line, but this timeline takes a sine wave form, with the lower end of the curve representing December.  

When Jerry was asked about his responses to letters of the alphabet he said he associated A with orange, B with blue, C with green, M with dark blue and T with green.  Some letters lacked colours.

The word encumber was experienced as ‘fluffy, dice-style shape, warmish’, while ominous was ‘dark, hard, cold’.  [NB  His shapes have a number of attributes, including dimensionality, touch, temperature  and colour.] The name Shakespeare was seen as being written in ‘a curly script’, while Christopher was a sharp shape with a sense of green.  When talking Jerry experiences ‘a feel of sensation of shapes’ as they flow.  Jerry was asked to describe what he feels when listening to music.  Again he experiences shapes [usually in two dimensions], while some styles of music are also accompanied by a sense of colour [e.g. bright orange for jazz and green/brown for classical music.]  

Jerry’s shape experiences also extend to his perception of individuals.  He says he perceives individuals as three dimensional shapes and finds it difficult to describe in conventional terms what a given person looks like.  He described himself as being very sensitive to the presence of the shape of a person he knows [for example, when  walking down a crowded Oxford Street he easily senses the presence of someone he knows even when they are on the far side of the road.]  He said friends have asked him the question, ‘What shape am I?’  Jerry pointed out that unless he has a shape for someone he cannot ‘attach’ information to that person, but there is an exception: ‘When someone I do have a shape for has a friend that I meet.  I will be able to attach the friend’s information to the shape of the person I do know well.  When retrieving this information it feels like the friend is ‘tethered’ to the person I knows shape’ [Jerry’s own words in an email following the assessment.]   He said this ‘attachment’ is an automatic one. 

Jerry was asked about his sensory experiences relating to general knowledge questions on the Information subtest. He described how, when answering a question about the Olympics, it was as if he was looking down at a map of the Mediterranean, and he just zoomed in on Greece.  His answer to a question about a French scientist [he described her as a radiographer], was accompanied by an image of a photographic plate being hit by photons. 

Jerry’s sensory blendings are indicative of the presence of synaesthesia and are inseparable from his visualisation ability.  These, in my experience, often mask a significant working memory weakness.

Jerry’s scores range from 12 for Digit Span and 13 for Letter-Number Sequencing to 15 for Arithmetic.  This variation of two scale points is within normal limits and so Jerry’s Index score for Working Memory would normally be accepted as being a reliable guide as to his working memory capacity.  

Jerry’s use of visualisation was most evident on the subtests of Digit Span and Letter-Number Sequencing.  He used his finger to point towards the numbers and letters he could see as he either counted backwards or created a sequence.  He said he ‘had to be able to see them’ in order to recall them. When working out an arithmetic answer he still used visualisation, but it was less obvious.  For example, on a question concerning probabilities he initially ‘saw’ three piles of paper clips.  On realising he could not arrive at an answer using this imagery he asked for the question to be repeated and this time arranged the paper clips in a line and attached a number to each colour group.  

As the three working memory subtests were designed as measures of auditory short-term memory capacity, it is impossible in Jerry’s case to know with any degree of certainty what this auditory capacity is.

