Supporting the Dyslexic PhD Student in Higher Education

Challenges of a post-graduate (doctoral) research project for dyslexia students

· New types of task 

· Research proposal
· Viva

· May have to use databases/spreadsheets for the first time

· Knowing what is expected

· Managing a large and extensive project

· Amount of reading

· Extended writing

· Holding a large amount in working memory

· Coping with uncertainty – thesis constantly developing

· Organisation

· Planning/writing such a long piece

· Keeping notes/references organised

· Research language

· Don’t take it for granted that they know the language

· Research community

· Strong culture

· Precious community

· Highly competitive

· Need to defend ideas

· Concern about maintaining academic standards at this level

- much less flexible

· Highly literate community – rigid rules and regulations

· Values academic independence

· The Viva

· Huge demand on working memory

· Need to defend why they have done this aspect in a certain way

· Examiners refer to … phrase on page no….

· Need to be knowledgeable on related topics – examiners ask questions sort of related to topic, but not

Support Tips:
· Strategies which worked at undergraduate level may need adjusting

· Dividing tasks into manageable chunks very important,  but need to find ways of keeping sight of the ‘whole picture’ at the same time

· Keep a log/diary 

· Of ideas as they develop

· Of what they have done in each study session/tasks to be done in future sessions

· Give each chapter a separate colour (paper/highlighters/post-its) to keep notes, drafts, ideas organised

· Crucial for dyslexia support tutor to maintain contact with the student’s supervisor(s) and to feed back to them

· Work through completed theses with the student

· What does a thesis look like?

· Choose a good one and a poor one – what makes it good/poor?

· Can they find the ‘golden thread of argument’?

· What is a literature review?
IT Solutions

· Use of ‘One-note’

· Use post-its in MS Word while writing

Useful Website:
www.premia.ac.uk
(Much of this document is adapted from a workshop presented by Geraldine Price at the ‘Practically There’ Conference at University of Southampton on 12 May 2007)
