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It seems to me that what we have to press for now is a radical change in the entire way in which we educate ourselves and our children.
…….to me creativity is really just a metaphor. It’s a metaphor for a different way of conceiving of human capacity to the one that really permeates formal systems of education.

We have a literacy strategy; let’s have a creativity strategy. You’re saying you want to promote creativity but education actually kills it stone dead in most people, does it not?

….the whole process of formal education, the one you went through and the one if you have children that they are going through, is predicated on the idea of university entrance.

… there is a predominant emphasis in the system on a certain type of intellectual activity – academic ability. Academic ability is terribly important, but it is not the whole of human intelligence. Most of human culture would never have happened if all we had was academic ability. I mean the capacity for deductive reasoning and for verbal propositions. Most of culture would never have happened on that basis. But all other forms of ability have always been marginalised or, at best, seen as remedial.

… the conception of knowledge that lies at the heart of our education system is bankrupt….(19th century) systems that came about, deliberately, as acts of policy, were essentially designed to meet the needs of the industrial economy.

There is a view of knowledge and intelligence….. that really intelligence is that form of thinking which can be rendered into verbal and mathematical propositions in a linear and deductive way. And I think it is and was always an impoverished view of intelligence.

….when I say it’s modelled in the image of industrialism I mean it. For example, we educate children in separate facilities like factories. There is a linear assumption, there is a product at the end, they come out of education and they go into some pre-destined route. Nobody does, by the way, but it’s an assumption we’ve always made, it’s a linear planning model.

I think now there are four major priorities for education reform:

…..The first of them is ‘personal’. Education has got to get back to recognising that education is about individual children, learners, adults. The whole thing is about facilitating individual growth and development…..

We know three things at least about intelligence, I believe, at least these: one is that intelligence is diverse….. The second thing about intelligence is that it’s dynamic. The human brain is intensely interactive……And the third thing is that intelligence is distinct to all of us. We have tended to adopt a single measure for intelligence……..when truthfully we all have a profile of intelligence, we have relative strengths…..many people only truthfully discovered their talent once they’d recovered from their education

….the skill of education is to mould your teaching to the ways in which people learn, and that you try to cultivate their particular individual strengths and uniqueness……In future we need to develop three things in children: one is creative thinking, their capacity for new ideas which are of value; secondly capability – they need to recognise their strengths, which are unique to them; thirdly confidence.

The second big priority to me is culture…..The issues here are: developing a sense of identity, who they really are, who they could be. Secondly developing a sense of understanding that other cultures often see things differently and behave differently, and thirdly cultivating a sense of cultural respect that these differences are valid and may be worthwhile and we should and get along with them.

The third priority to me is economic……. We are increasingly moving into a knowledge-based economy, one where innovative thinking, flexibility and adaptability are critical fundamental basic skills…..The best we can do is….to get their spirits up and their confidence up and their creative capacities up so they can generate this world and be part of it.
The fourth thing is partnership. Schools cannot do this on their own. Not schools, not kindergartens, not universities. Education is a community enterprise.
……what we’re really interested in…. is a more vivid, a more personal and a more uplifting form of education for all of our children and for all of our people.

